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SUBJECT: FOREIGN RELATIONS: COVERAGE OF EMBARGO TAPERS OFF FOR NOW 
REF: ATHENS 6670 (DTG 031443Z AUG 78) 

THE HOUSE EMBARGO STORY APPEARS TO HAVE PEAKED AND HAS 
TRICKLED OFF FROM THE DELUGE OF THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS. A 
STATEMENT BY UNITED DEMOCRATIC LEFT PRESIDENT ILIOU CALLING 
FOR "NATIONAL UNANIMITY, POLITICAL UNITY, A REVIEW OF OUR 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ATHENS 06724 041655Z 

NATIONAL POSITION AND A DECLARATION IN ALL DIRECTIONS THAT 
WE GREEKS ARE READY FOR EVERY SACRIFICE" RATHER BELATEDLY 
COMPLETED THE SHEAF OF COMMENTS BY POLITICAL LEADERS HERE. 

2. ATTENTION TURNED IN SOME PRESS COVERAGE TO REPORTS 
FROM ANKARA, ATRIBUTED TO HERRIYET, THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER HAD PROMISED PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT AND INITIAL 
AND IMMEDIATE $69 MILLION IN MILITARY ASSISTANCE. 
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RIGHT-WING ELEFTHEROS COSMOS' HEADLINES SAID THAT 
"ANKARA WILL RECEIVE ITS FIRST $69 MILLION IMMEDIATELLY", 

A STORY ALSO NOTED BY PRO-GOVERNMENT APO YEVMATINI . 
LIBERAL OPPOSITION TO VIMA, IN A REPORT FROM NEW YORK, 
CORRESPONDENT EFSTATHIADIS, ENLARGED ON THIS THEME TO 
HIGHLIGHT THE "RIVER OF ARMS" THAT WOULD NOW BEGIN TO 
FLOW TOWARDS TURKEY. THE REPORT FOCUSED ON AMERICAN 
PRESS COVERAGE OF THE GREEK REACTION TO THE LIFTING OF 
THE EMBARGO WHICH CREATED THE IMPRESSION, ACCORDING TO 
EFSTATHIADIS WHO DREW HEAVILY ON YESTERDAY'S NICK GAGE 
STORY IN THE NEW YORK TIMES, THAT THE GREEK GOVERN- 
MENT WAS NOT TERRIBLY BOTHERED BY THIS TURN OF EVENTS. 

AN EDITORIAL BY PRO-GOVERNMENT KATHIMERINI, "THE THREE 
VOTES," LAMENTED THE FACT THAT, IN ITS VIEW, REPRESENTATIVES 
WHO COULD NOT EVEN LOCATE CYPRUS ON THE MAP 
HAD IN ALL PROBABILITY PROVIDED THE MARGIN OF VICTORY 
FOR LIFTING THE EMBARGO. THEY HAD DONE THEIR DUTY, 

THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDED, AS HAD CARTER. IT WAS NOW UP 
TO GREECE, CYPRUS AND HELLENISM TO DO THEIRS TO GUARANTEE 
THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND SELF -RESPECT. 

3. THE AFTERNOON PRESS COVERAGE ALMOST ENTIRELY DISMISSED 
THE EMBARGO STORY FROM THE FRONT PAGE HEADLINES, AND, 
ASIDE FROM TWO SHORT EDITORIALS, THE STORY APPEARED, 

FOR THE MOMENT AT LEAST, TO HAVE RUN ITS COURSE. PRO- 
GOVERNMENT VRADYNI, IN "THE NATIONAL CONTRIBUTION," 
PRAISED EDITORIALLY THE ANTI-EMBARGO ACTIVITIES OF GREEK- 
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AMERICANS WHOM "WE WILL NEVER FORGET." CONSERVATIVE 
ESTIA, IN AN EQUALLY SHORT EDITORIAL, "CONSEQUENCES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES," SAID THAT THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT 
FOLLOWING THE EMBARGO VOTE HAD IMPLIED THAT THERE MIGHT 
BE NEW DANGERS IN THE AEGEAN. IF THAT IS THE CASE, 

ESTIA, SAID, WHY SHOULD SUCH A STATEMENT BE MADE AFTER 
THE EMBARGO VOTE? THE DECLARATION THEREFORE DISPLAYED 
EITHER CYNICISM OR NAIVETE, ESTIA CONCLUDED. 
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